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' Civil war may again be brewing in Nicaragua.

*-struggle for control of the Central American:land is shaping
up. particularlyin the hill country of northern Nicaragua
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‘Nicaraguan conflict: -
| how close to civil war’?

_ ByJamesNelsonGoodsell
Latin America correspondentof
. The Christian Science Monitor. . .

" “Less than four years after the conclusion of the costly war
that brought the left-leaning Sandinistas-to power, a new

Itwasfromthosehills Aamong -

Astaunchly ‘ independent Nicara-1

" 'guans, that the Sandinistas launched .
their successful struggie in the:1970s -
“toend 4y decad&s ot SOmoza-samﬂy
5 {3 LY ,.,,

* And it'fs from’ ih‘ls rugged part of.

" Nicaragua, just 50 miles from the capital- dty:ofManagua
“that anti-Sandinista Nicaraguan: guerrﬂias are»&aunching a
bidtonnseattheSandimsta government.

“"Major fighting ‘between. guerrillas and the Sandimstas
empted this past week. Details are sketchy; but these anti-
- “Sandinista forces,’composed mostly -of -one-time Sandinista
supporters and former National Guardsmen, may number as
_many as several thousand. They appareptly.-are well-
equipped Their fighting potential; ‘however, s unknown. -

..Also unknown .is ‘who supports : -and..who tra!ned

: them The ratio of Guardsmen to-former Sandinistas is un-

matitwasﬁmthispastnek.;mm

~~EKnown., Thepresumpﬁonisﬂmtmostuftbeguenﬂlasare ,
Nicaraguans and members of the Nicaraguan -
Democratic Front (FDN), an organization -

withrighﬁstpouﬁcalviewsbeadquarteredm '
Honduras.

Butwbemer&:eFDNisenﬂrelymspon& K
bleforﬁ)eﬁghﬁnginnorﬁnmmcaraguais
unclear.’ FDNspokeemensaytheymbat—»
“tling the Sandinistas in the central and north- -
ern parts of the country, but deny FDN farces -

- are involved in -clashes .in northeastern.
Zelaya Province. At this writing, there also-.
arempar:sofﬂghﬁngmswmemmcamgua

ﬁghting .Government anﬂ.;guerrnmagme'

government notvspedﬂallydispuhe
mmwmysnmmmmm
Whatever the ebband flow of ‘the battie
now shaping up, the Sandinistas find them- !
selves in the .uncomfortable : position of
warding off a guerrilla insurgency. Although
uislessthantwryearsdneetheyuchanged
well-pressed " olivedrab " fatigues,
Sandinistas are on the defensive.”. -
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,duraatxamedtbae.andmmtedthdrin

. The anti-Sandinista“forces can, to'some
measure, choosewheretoﬁghtandwhento
withdraw, Theelementotsurpnseisontheir
side. They also bave easy access to food and |
military supplies, since the provinces they -
claxmmcontmlarenearmmrbasecampsin
Honduras. ‘

Whatiskxwrvmabmlttheguel'rﬂlaSﬂGilt
mgintbenorth:sthatmeyarebasedmﬂon-

lasarereportedtohave enteredNicaragna
tmmCostaRicaatapointlesthanSOmﬂa

mthe _people-of Nicaragua stand in the"

- struggle: AtthemnetheSandimstasfoughtto
overthrow the US-backed Somoza dynasty,an
overwhekning mg;oﬁtyof Nlcaraguans sup-

them.:
Smneofmatsxpporthasmpatedduﬂng

“$ouxt “years. of Sandinista government. Still, .

%ewstmajoﬁtyﬂfﬂmg“a“s“mta?'
peartowantanyremmofaSomom—styiemc—
 tatorship. Many Nicaraguans continue to re-
- sent the Somoza rule and may waver: over
backing a guerrilia drive mounted by former
- -Somoza National Guardsmen.

- Atthe same time, thereisagmmnglegion
- of former Sandinista allies who now -oppose
the Sandinista - These include
EdénPastoradeez.atolkherooitheear
" Her civil war, and Alfonso Robelo Callejas,
.the businessman who was part of the first
Sandhﬂsta“junta.Whetherthsetwoamin-
volved in the reported invasion of Nicaragua
. from Costa Rica, however, isunclear.

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/06/18 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000202030023-1




